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Special Collection of Science Courses From WGBH/Teachers’ Domain
Now Available through PBS TeacherLine

New PBS TeacherLine courses prepare educators for science testing and assessment

ARLINGTON, Va. (June 20, 2007) — With No Child Left Behind deadlines for science testing
and achievement fast approaching, educators can turn to PBS TeacherLine® to improve
science teaching and learning. PBS TeacherLine and WGBH/Teachers' Domain have
collaborated to offer teachers online professional development courses in science that are
aligned with national and state standards. The research-based courses are offered nationwide
as a special collection through PBS TeacherLine. The collection is available for the first time
during the summer session of PBS TeacherLine courses, which begins June 27.

Through the science courses, K-12 teachers learn to engage students with media-rich
resources, and to incorporate practical, real-world applications into their instruction. Courses in
elementary and middle school science emphasize content, pedagogy and technology
integration. Courses in high school science focus on inquiry methodology and technology
integration. The courses draw upon nearly 1,000 resources developed from high-quality and
trusted information sources such as the award-winning PBS science programs NOVA, ZOOM,
and A Science Odyssey.

Up to 34 online courses in earth and space, life, and physical science for K-12 will be offered
throughout the coming school year. To meet educators’ specific learning needs, the courses are
offered in two formats: 30-hour, 6-week courses that provide a quick immersion into teaching a
particular topic, and 45-60 hour, 10-week courses that provide teachers with a comprehensive
understanding of a subject and the inquiry method.

“Our mission is to provide educators with innovative, high-quality online professional
development in all subject areas and at all grade levels,” said Rob Lippincott, senior vice
president of education for PBS. “This collaboration with WGBH allows us to offer educators
access to courses that will improve their science knowledge and teaching abilities at a time
when districts are striving to meet teacher quality and accountability mandates.”

Some of the courses available during the summer session are:

* Fostering Collaboration, Inquiry, and Critical Thinking in Middle School Science

» Science and the Living World — part one of a four-part series entitled “Teaching
Elementary Life Science”

* Inquiry in Science Education — a topic-immersion component of the "Teaching High
School Biology" series

* Motion and Forces in Your World — a topic-immersion component of the "Teaching
Elementary Physical Science" series

* Introduction to the Earth System — part one of the four-part series “Teaching Earth and
Space Science for Grades 6-12”
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Teachers can learn more about the science courses or enroll at www.pbs.org/teacherline.

About PBS TeacherLine

PBS TeacherLine is committed to helping teachers acquire the skills they need to prepare students for a
successful future. PBS TeacherLine provides high-quality, affordable professional development through
facilitated, online courses, collaborative learning communities, and exemplary Internet-based resources.
Currently, more than 100 courses across multiple subject areas are offered. Teachers can earn
continuing education units, professional development points and graduate credits for course completion.
The courses have been developed in conjunction with leading education organizations, including Mid-
Continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL), Education Development Center (EDC),
Concord Consortium, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and International Society for
Technology Education. Created in 2000, PBS TeacherLine is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department
of Education for $6,046,811. This represents approximately 85 percent of the total program funding. The
remaining 15 percent is funded through in-kind support from PBS and through program income. For more
information, visit www.pbs.org/teacherline.

About PBS

PBS is a media enterprise that serves 355 public noncommercial television stations and reaches over 75
million people each week through on-air and online content. Bringing diverse viewpoints to television and
the Internet, PBS provides high-quality documentary and dramatic entertainment, and consistently
dominates the most prestigious award competitions. PBS is a leading provider of educational materials
for K-12 teachers, and offers a broad array of other educational services. PBS' premier kids' TV
programming and Web site, PBS KIDS Online (www.pbskids.org), continue to be parents' and teachers'
most trusted learning environments for children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org
one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet.

About Teachers’ Domain

The award-winning Teacher’'s Domain supports educators in their quest for materials and new media
applications that go beyond static textbook presentation to engage students by providing media-rich
resources infused with practical real world applications. Developed from high-quality, critically-acclaimed
and trusted information sources such as the award-winning PBS science programs NOVA, ZOOM, and A
Science Odyssey, the free Teachers’ Domain collections currently include nearly 1,000 resources for
students and teachers covering the sciences and history. Additionally, Teachers’ Domain has developed
online professional development courses that assist K-12 life and physical science teachers in effectively
utilizing the collections, which are available by license to educational service agencies, districts, schools,
and universities for delivery to the K-12 teachers they serve. For more information about Teachers'
Domain, please visit www.teachersdomain.org.

About WGBH

WGBH is the leading producer of PBS prime-time programs and online content, a major producer for
public radio, and a pioneer in educational multimedia (including the Web, broadband, and interactive
television) and in technologies and services that make media accessible for people with disabilities.
WGBH is also recognized as one of the nation’s leading producers of media-based resources to support
teacher training and student learning. Focusing on both content and methodology at all grade levels,
these products represent effective standards-based teaching in classrooms across the country, and
address a wide variety of subject areas and educational challenges.
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