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Working Togeher to Help Educators Improve Student Achievement,
Global Scholar.com Acquires Excelsior Software

Acquisition Results in Expanded Product Suite for Schools to Manage and Facilitate
Classroom Learning

GREELEY, Colo. and BELLEVUE, Wash. (Feb. 7, 2008)D GlobdScholar.com, a member of
the KnowledgeUniverse family of companies, has acquired Excelsior Software, aleading
provider of assessment management solutionsfor the K-12 education market. This acquisition
will provide educators and administrators therich Pinnacle Education Solutionssuite of
produds offered by Excelsior Software pared with a curriculum and ingructiond management
solution and a set of intuitive collaboration tools developed by Globd Scholar.com.

ror more than 20 years, we have been dedicated to education innovaion, he ping students,
parents, educators, and administrators collect, anadyze and act ontheinformation they need to
improve student outcomes,Osaid William Zaggle, president and CEO of Excelsior Software.
Now, as part of the Globa Scholar team, we have access to the resources that allow usto
provide educators with an expanded set of tools and thereal-time daathey need to have a
meaningful impact on student performance. The combination of ourtwo produds truly
suppotts our unified vision for thefuture of student learning and success.O

The GlobdScholar platform enables educators to more efficiently and effectively create,
manage and align content, assessments, curriculum, standads and supplemental learning
resources. Theacquisitionwill provide educators access to both Globd Scholar@ management
solution and Excelsior Software® gradebook, reporting and andytics technology. This
combination creates oneapplication tha meets the needs of educators, administrators, parents,
and students as they drive student achievement.

Qe bdieve that technology-based administrative and ingructiond solutionsshould bea
seamless and thoughful integration within the school environment,Osaid Kal Raman, CEO of
GlobdScholar.com. Orhewealth of experience the Excelsior Software team bringsand the
integration of our produds will allow usto providethetools eductors and administrators need
to confidently improve student outcomes.O

Orhe combination of these two produds provides schools and districts the tools they need to
successfully manage thelearning environment,Osaid Tom Boyson, former San Diego County
Supeintendent of Schools and Kentucky Commissiona of Education. (At last, theeisa



solution that bringsall the pieces togehe Binformed choices based on meaningful data notjust
for administrators, butfor theindividud classroomteacher as well.O Boyson joined
GlobdScholar.comin Januay 2008and will beinstrumental in the development of new
produds and services created by Excelsior Software and Globd Scholar.com.

Launched in 2007, GlobdScholar.com offers two additiond education-related services. The
first isan onlinetutoring webgte, where parents and students can safely connect with trused
educators who provide oneon-onetutoring, ingant homework hdp and self-paced learning.
Andthe secondis a set of search webstes, CollegeFindea
(http://collegefinder.globdscholar.com) and SchodFinde
(http://schoolfinder.globdscholar.com), which hdp students and parents learn about compare
and make informed decisionsaboutschools to attend.

Excelsior Software, which has built many deep relationshipsduring its 21-year tenurein the
educionindustry, serves nearly 1,000 school districts, induding some of thelargest in the
U.S., such as Miami-Dade County Public Schools (Fla.), Broward County Public Schools (Fla.)
and Montgomery County Public Schools (Md.). Excelsior@ Pinnacle Education Solutions suite
coupled with theresources and talent provided by the Globd Scholar.com team, will ensure
educators and administrators have access to therelevant data, information and resources tha
will inform decisionsfrom curriculum mapping to lesson planning.

There are no plansfor internd staff changes and both companies remain committed to raising
student achievement by providing immediate access to performance information, increasing
teacher produdivity and improving communication. GlobdScholar.comwill remain
headquatered in Bellevue Wash., and Excelsior Software will remain headquatered in
Greeley, Colo. Theterms of thedeal have notbeen disclosed.

About GlobalScholar.com

Headquatered in Bellevue, Wash., Globd Scholar.com is committed to providing students of
al agesthe confidence and control they need to make informed decisionsaboutthear education.
The company developsproduds tha effectively integrate and align theresources of eduction
Dpeople, technology and content Bto improve efficiency and performance. These produds
indudeCollegeFinde, SchoolFinde, and Globd Scholar.com where students can select and
interact with highly qudified onlinetutors or take self-paced courses. GlobdScholar is backed
by Ignition Partners and KnowledgeUniverse Education. For more information, please visit
http://www.globdscholar.com or phone877-824-4040.

About Excelsior Software

Excelsior Software, with company headquatersin Greeley, Colo., is committed to raising
student achievement by providing immediate access to performance information, increasing
teacher produdivity andimproving communication. Asthepioneer of the electronic
gradebook concept in 1986 Excelsior@ experience in assessment management suppots
educators by ddivering thetechnical innovaionstha meet the needs of today® evolving data-
driven educationd system. The company@ Pinnacle software solutionsautomatically track and
report student progress and attendance data to eduators and parents at theindividud, group
class, school, and district levels. Excelsior works with educatorsin nearly 1,000districts



naionwide and its Pinnacle solution is the sole student assessment management produd
recommended by the Assodation for Supevisionand Curriculum Development (ASCD). For
more information, please visit http://www.excelsiorsoftware.com or phone800-473-4572
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