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Excelsior Software Launches Comprehensive Grants and Funding Program
to Support Educators’ Efforts in Boosting Student Achievement

Initiative Helps Educators Build and Maintain Relationships with Key Funding Sources to
Ensure Sustainable Programming

GREELEY, Colo. (Junel2, 2008 BTo hdp educationd ingitutionsobtain finanda suppot
for susainable standads-based learning programs, Excelsior Software is launching a
comprehengve grants and funding program. Thegod of thisinitiative isto suppot educators
and district administrators as they leverage technology to strengthen student success and
improveteacher effectiveness.

Excelsior Software undestandstha teaching has proven to be more effective when educators
have access to a complete picture of student and class peformance. Believing tha
technology@®role in providing this type of feedback is key to the learning process, Excelsior
Software is dedicated to providing educators the data they need to make informed decisions
aboutthdr ingruction. To hdp educators and students benefit fromthar investmentin a
systemic approach to standads-based learning, Excelsior Software will work with schools and
districts naionwide to access thefunding required to build these programs and to providethe
professiond development training needed during and after the technology has been
implemented.

Orhisinitiative is more than a grants program,Osaid Ferdi Serim, Grants Manager for Excelsior
Software. QVe will work with school and district coordinaors to devel op strong proposils for
state, federal and founddion-based resources. By leveraging thar investment in standads
based learning and by finding theintersection between the mission of the sources providing the
fundsand the school or district@ gods, we will hep them to develop and strengthen the
relationghipsthat are required for sugainable endeavors.O

The company@ Pinnacle Suite, which indudes theleading standads-based gradebook and rich
tools for andyzing student progress information, enaures educators and administrators have
access to therelevant data, information and resources they need to inform decisonsabouteach
student@ learning environment.

Excelsior Software appointed Serim as Grants Manager to hdp seek and secure funding for
schools and districts dedicated to benéfiting from a standards-based |earning environment.
Serim@ experience as aboad member of thelnternaiond Sodety for Technologyin
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Eduction (ISTE), the Consortium for School Networking (CoSN), onthe advisory boad of the
Partnership for 214 Century Skills, as the Ed Tech Director for the New Mexico Public
Eduction Depatment, and as a classroomteacher, make him uniqudy qudified to provide
educators and administrators with access to the sources and tools they need.

About The Pinnacle Suite

The company@ Pinnacle Suite provides educators the tools and real-time data needed to have a
meaningful impact on student performance from one comprehensve online solution: the
indugry@® premier standads-based gradebook; intuitive tools to effectively create, manage and
align content, assessments, curriculum, standads, and supplemental learning resources;
advanced reporting and andytics technology. Excelsior works with eductorsin nearly 1,000
districts naionwide, andits Pinnacle system is the sole student assessment software produd
recommendel by internaiondly recognized educator, scholar, author and expert in thefield of
standads-based grading and assessment, Robet J. Marzano, Ph.D.

About Excelsior Software

Based in Greeley, Colo., Excelsior Software is committed to raising student achievement by
providing immediate access to performance information, increasing teacher produdivity and
improving communication. Asthe pioneer of the dectronic gradebook concept in 1986,the
company@ experience in assessment management suppotts educators by ddivering the
technical innovaionstha meet the neads of today® evolving data-driven educationd system.
Excelsior Software is awholly owned subsdiary of GlobdScholar, amembe of the
KnowledgeUniverse family of companies. For more information, please visit
http://www.excels orsoftware.com or phone800-473-4572.
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