
Bite Size Pieces of News...

Personal Finance Software from Realityworks Helps 
Districts Meet State Standards
In order to improve students’ financial literacy, 20 states have revised gradua-
tion requirements to include a one-semester personal finance course, or have 
incorporated personal finance into the curricula for existing courses such as 
economics, social studies or mathematics.  To help educators meet these new 
requirements, Realityworks, Inc., developer of real-life, interactive educa-
tional resources, announces the availability of the TimeMAPS™ Money Man-
agement and Life Skills Program.  Used as either a complete curriculum or 
course supplement, the TimeMAPS program engages students in more than 
140 interactive personal finance lessons, allowing students to make financial 
decisions in simulations of their lives from adolescence to retirement.  For 
information on TimeMAPS, visit www.teachingpersonalfinance.com. 

Key Curriculum Press Releases Sketchpad Version 5
Key Curriculum Press® announces the release of The Geometer’s Sketchpad® 
Version 5 for download and purchase.  Effective in elementary school 
through college, Sketchpad Version 5 includes expanded algebra and geome-
try capabilities, allowing teachers and students to explore an even broader 
variety of subjects.  Sketchpad Version 5 also lets users import and transform 
any image with reflection, rotation, dilation, and more.  The new Learning 
Center, with introductory videos, step-by-step tutorials, classroom-ready ac-
tivities, and student-friendly tips, makes it easy for teachers to use.  With the 
release of Sketchpad Version 5, Key Curriculum Press publisher Steve Ras-
mussen has embarked on an international tour to introduce the program to 
vendors and publishing partners in Kuwait, India, Singapore, Malaysia, Viet-
nam, South Korea, and China.  To learn more about Sketchpad Version 5, 
visit www.keypress.com/gsp. 

New Report Shows District Support Empowers Teachers to 
Use Web 2.0
As part of a multi-year initiative launched in fall 2008 by Lightspeed Sys-
tems and netTrekker, the “Safe Schools in a Web 2.0 World” white paper 
from Interactive Education Systems Design (IESD) offers an analysis of sev-
eral recent research studies on Web 2.0.  The white paper provides an illustra-
tive look at Web 2.0 use in schools from the perspective of district technol-
ogy leaders, serving as a comprehensive source of information to guide dis-
tricts in using Internet technologies to promote collaborative, participatory 
learning.  The white paper also includes a comprehensive checklist to initiate 
discussions among district stakeholders, and to help them apply new research 
results by reflecting upon, analyzing, and making decisions about their cur-
rent and future uses of Web 2.0 technologies.  To download the white paper, 
visit www.nettrekker.com/pages/iesd-white-paper.
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Origin of Nutcrackers

   The wooden carvings in the form 
of kings and soldiers with the large 
mouths have been in existence since 
the fifteenth century. The original 
production of nutcrackers began in 
the rural woodlands of Germany. 
Carving wooden nutcrackers was 
often the only income these families 
could rely on, and they took great 
pride in their handcrafted designs. 
The most famous nutcrackers were 
crafted in Sonneberg and the Ore 
Mountains of Germany. 

   These poor crafters designed the 
nutcrackers in the likeness of kings 
and soldiers to express their disdain, 
as a way of mocking these authority 
figures who did not care about the 
poor and were to blame for their dif-
ficulties. The king would now crack 
nuts for the poor instead of the poor 
constantly being at the service of the 
king. Another interpretation is that 
the nutcracker’s stern expression was 
designed to drive away evil spirits 
from people’s homes.

Source: 
www.associatedcontent.com/article/4
39408/interesting_facts_on_nutcrack
ers.html

Photo Source: www.hickerphoto.com
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Nutty Mix of Info... 

Ginger Software Expands Scientific Advisory Board
Ginger Software, Inc., the leader in spelling and grammar correction, an-
nounces the appointment of Dr. Brian Friedlander to its Scientific Advisory 
Board.  A well-known expert on assistive technology, Dr. Friedlander’s expe-
rience will be an asset to the company, which enables students to improve 
their written communication through Ginger, a context-based text correction 
tool.  Particularly effective in helping students with learning difficulties such 
as dyslexia, or English language learners, Ginger corrects misused words, 
grammar and spelling mistakes in Microsoft Word and Outlook, as well as 
Internet Explorer.  In addition to serving on the Scientific Advisory Board, 
Dr. Friedlander has been invited to be a contributing writer on the Ginger 
Software blog.  Dr. Friedlander will be exploring various assistive technolo-
gies that can help a wide variety of learners reach their full potential.  To 
view the company’s blog, visit www.gingersoftware.com/blog.

PCI Education and WeAreTeachers Create Online 
Community for Special Education
PCI Education announces a partnership with WeAreTeachers, the online so-
cial and business network that brings together teachers, learners and content 
in the education industry.  The partnership provides the WeAreTeachers 
community with special education expertise, offering teachers community 
support, idea sharing, product recommendations, and grant opportunities.  
Through the PCI Education home page on WeAreTeachers, special education 
teachers can share best practices and interact with one another, as well as 
with PCI Education, to create a classroom culture that is up-to-date with the 
latest teaching techniques and products. In addition, WeAreTeachers offers 
members the opportunity to rate PCI Education products to help colleagues 
make informed purchase decisions.  Teachers can write and share reviews 
and implementation recommendations on products they are using in their 
classrooms.  To view the PCI Education home page on WeAreTeachers, visit 
www.weareteachers.com/web/pcieducation. 

New ePals Platform Gives Districts Control of Social Media
ePals, Inc., launches ePals LearningSpace™, an online, flexible workspace 
that brings together a complete suite of Web 2.0 tools, providing administra-
tors greater management of social media use throughout the school system.  
Using the platform, educators can conduct project-based learning opportuni-
ties, differentiate instruction and design curriculum in real-time.  ePals 
LearningSpace offers blogs, wikis, digital lockers, forums, and more to help 
educators prepare students for the 21st century workforce.  In addition, ad-
ministrators are provided with critical visibility and control of how these 
tools are used across the district.  Using the workspace, educators can set up 
collaborative groups to support activities across classrooms, schools and dis-
tricts.  ePals LearningSpace users also can connect with members of the 
ePals Global Community.  For more information about ePals LearningSpace, 
visit www.learningspace.epals.com.

Enjoy behind-the-scenes photos and more by 
becoming a fan of C. Blohm & Associates on Facebook!
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The Nutcracker Ballet 

The Nutcracker Ballet is based on the 
story “The Nutcracker and the King 
of Mice” by E.T.A. Hoffman, and 
comprises five scenes:

Scene One (The Party Scene) – Set 
in the Stahlbaum’s home, the family 
is hosting its annual Christmas party 
where Clara receives a beautiful nut-
cracker from her godfather, Drossel-
meyer. 

Scene Two (The Fight Scene) – Af-
ter Clara falls asleep, strange things 
begin to happen as the toys come to 
life. The Nutcracker awakens to lead 
his army of toy soldiers to battle the 
Mouse King and his army of mice.

Scene Three (The Land of Snow) – 
After the battle, the Nutcracker turns 
into a Prince and takes Clara on a 
journey to the Land of Snow, an en-
chanted forest wonderland with 
dancing snowflakes.

Scene Four (The Land of Sweets) – 
The Prince escorts Clara to the Land 
of Sweets where they are greeted by 
the Sugar Plum Fairy. The Prince 
tells her of his battle with the army of 
mice, and she rewards him and Clara 
with a celebration of six dances.

Scene Five (The Dream Ends) – 
Soon after, Clara awakens from her 
dream and finds herself by her 
Christmas tree with her beloved Nut-
cracker.

Source: 
www.nutcrackerballet.net/html/nutcr
acker_story.html
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Mark Your Calendar
FETC 2010 Media Day
Rosen Centre, 2nd Floor

Orlando, Florida
Thursday, Jan. 14, 2010

FETC Preview: cblohm.com/FETC/
FETC Event: bit.ly/8kcdvv

Delicious Tidbits...

E-mpa™ Accepts Two New Members Into Organization
E-rate Management Professionals Association, Inc. (E-mpa™), an organiza-
tion dedicated to promoting ethics in E-rate consulting, has formally accepted 
Clarity Solutions, Inc., and E-Rate Complete, LLC, into its membership.  
“These new members have demonstrated their dedication to quality and ethi-
cal practices in the E-rate program,” said John Harrington, E-mpa President 
and CEO of Funds For Learning, LLC.  “We are pleased to see there is a con-
tinuing movement amongst E-rate consulting firms to establish high ethical 
standards in the field.”  As a requirement for acceptance into E-mpa, mem-
bers must abide by a self-governing code of ethics that works to strengthen 
and support the E-rate program.  By maintaining high professional standards, 
developing and promoting best practices, and requiring ethical conduct of all 
members, E-mpa sets the standard in E-rate professional consulting.  For 
more information about the organization, visit www.e-mpa.org.

Oregon Adopts Digital Basal Science Solutions from 
Discovery Education
The Oregon State Board of Education has approved Discovery Education 
Science – Elementary Solution for grades K-5/6 and Discovery Education 
Science – Middle School Solution for grades 6-8 for statewide adoption as 
part of its K-12 Science and 9-12 Mathematics Instructional Materials 
Evaluation Process.  Discovery Education Science – Elementary and Middle 
School Solutions offer digital content in multiple modalities, featuring up-to-
date, standards-based videos, virtual labs, simulations, ebooks, text passages, 
and more.  In addition, the digital materials are correlated to Oregon Science 
Curriculum Standards, and organized around an inquiry-based framework, 
covering the physical, earth and space, and life sciences.  Using the formative 
assessment tool, educators can quickly identify student understanding of sci-
ence concepts.  To learn more about Discovery Education Science Solutions, 
visit www.discoveryeducation.com/oregon. 

PBS TeacherLine & NASA to Develop Professional 
Development Resources
Climate change will be the focus of upcoming online courses and teaching 
resources from PBS TeacherLine® and The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA).  PBS TeacherLine has been awarded nearly 
$600,000 from the NASA Global Climate Change Education grant to help 
educators engage students in critical lessons on climate change, while teach-
ing science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts.  The grant 
funding for Teaching Climate Change: K-12 Online Professional Develop-
ment from PBS and NASA focuses primarily on the development of two new 
online professional development courses aligned with content-area standards 
for middle and high school teachers.  The courses will enable teachers to use 
STEM instructional techniques to investigate climate change with their stu-
dents, and facilitate the integration of data, models and other NASA re-
sources into classroom instruction.  For more information, visit 
www.pbsteacherline.org.

 Subscribe to the CB&A news feeds at
cblohm.com/cba_news.xml and twitter.com/CBlohmAssoc
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7 Fast Facts About the 
Nutcracker Ballet

ThereÕs a Curse:  The Nutcracker 
Prince is imprisoned in a little doll. 
When a beautiful young girl falls in 
love with him, the spell will be bro-
ken.

ThereÕs Magic: Drosselmeyer is 
both a magician and a maker of toys. 

ItÕs Old: The Nutcracker was first 
performed in Saint Petersburg, Rus-
sia, on Dec. 19, 1892.

Listen Carefully: Peter Tchaikovsky 
used the production of The Nut-
cracker to introduce a new instru-
ment to audiences, the celesta. 

The Sugar Plum Fairy Thr ows a 
Good Party: While Clara and the 
Prince visit the Land of Sweets, 
dancers from all over the world en-
tertain them. 

The First Production Was A Flop: 
Tchaikovsky created the score, but 
thought the ballet was a failure. 
Sadly for the maestro, the audience 
agreed.

From a Flop to a Hit: Despite the 
disappointing debut, The Nutcracker 
continued to be adapted and per-
formed, and has become a holiday 
favorite.

Source: 
www.ezinearticles.com/?7-Fast-Facts
-About-the-Nutcracker&id=805241
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More Stories to Snack On...

Califone Multimedia Players Help Educators Enhance 
Classroom Learning 
Educators can enhance student learning by using classroom media players for 
recordings and immediate playback.  With multimedia players such as Cali-
fone’s Spirit™ or Performer Plus™, students can use the players’ built-in 

microphone to record their voices when reading 
aloud, or working through language exercises.  
The multimedia players also can be used in musi-
cal settings, such as during choir or band, to help 
students develop their performances.  The immedi-
ate playback feature enables students to instantly 
note their in-class achievements on assignments or 
performances.  Recordings also are helpful when 
working with ELL students to improve reading and 
language skills.  With the ability to capture their 

voices on tape, students can increase learning and gain confidence through 
recorded projects and assignments.  For more information on Califone media 
players, visit www.califone.com/mediaplayers.php.  

PBS Teachers and Classroom 2.0 Focus on ‘Education in 
the Digital Age’
PBS Teachers® and Classroom 2.0 are hosting a free Webinar for educators 
on Dec. 8 about “Education in the Digital Age.” Producer and director Ra-
chel Dretzin will share insights gleaned from her work on PBS FRONT-
LINE: “Digital Nation, Life on the Digital Frontier,” a year-long, multi-
platform project exploring the impact of the Web and digital media on life in 
the 21st century, including education. The project comprises: a documentary 
airing on Feb. 2, 2010; a series of online video reports on how the Internet 
and technology are changing cultures, reshaping workplaces and creating 
new approaches to the way we solve problems; and user-generated multime-
dia stories of life in the digital age. The upcoming Webinar will focus on the 
implications of the “Digital Nation” project for educators, and allow educa-
tors to provide feedback on existing and exclusive materials, including the 
program’s teaching resources. For more information, visit 
www.pbs.org/teachers/webinar. 

STI Offers Donor Development Tracking and Management 
System
STI, a leader in K-12 education data management solutions, has released a 
new module for its Web-based student information system to help private, 
charter and independent schools manage donor development efforts.  GIF-
Trak enables school leaders to strengthen relationships with alumni, parents, 
businesses and others through targeted communications, solicitations, and 
acknowledgements to increase contributions.  Administrators can easily 
monitor donor history to identify opportunities, track donations, generate 
receipts, create reports for tax and accounting purposes, and manage donor-
directed designations and scholarships for specialized fundraising and schol-
arship disbursement.  GIFTrak fully integrates with InformationNOW, a next-
generation student data management system that streamlines school adminis-
trative functions and provides administrators, teachers and parents with ac-
cess to critical information.  For more information, visit www.sti-k12.com.
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World’s Largest 
Nutcracker

Standing tall at six yards, one foot 
and three inches, this wooden soldier 
made by Jürgen Löschner of Neu-
hausen, Germany, is the world’s larg-
est working nutcracker. This behe-
moth can even crack coconuts!

Source: 
www.recordholders.org/en/records/n
utcrack.html
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Charlene Blohm

charlene@cblohm.com
www.twitter.com/CharleneBlohm
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