
Grand Slam News ...

PCI Education Launches Turbo Solutions Builder
To help districts, schools and educators take advantage of funding available 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), PCI 
Education launches the Turbo Solutions Builder.  The online tool saves valu-
able time, quickly revealing the safest and most popular selections for educa-
tors looking to purchase instructional materials with IDEA and Title I 
stimulus funding.  Turbo Solutions Builder allows educators to view products 
based on the specific needs of their students.  Users can search based on 
grade level, disability category, subject area, and funding type.  From these 
selections, the Turbo Solutions Builder provides educators with a list of the 
top product recommendations.  PCI Education is the number one provider of 
resources for students with special needs.  To access the online tool, visit 
www.pcieducation.com/solutionsbuilder.aspx.

Key Curriculum Press Previews Sketchpad V ersion 5
During the NCTM Annual Conference, Key Curriculum Press¨  offered edu-
cators a sneak preview of The GeometerÕs Sketchpad¨  Version 5.  One of the 
most commonly used software applications in schools around the world, 
Sketchpadª  helps students boost their mathematical understanding through 
dynamic, interactive visualization.  The new edition of Sketchpad adds more 
power and convenience, extending its application across several curriculum 
topics.  Expanded algebraic capabilities allow teachers and students to ex-
plore an even broader variety of subjects, while improved presentation capa-
bilities offer a faster, clearer and more dynamic demonstration tool.  The new 
Learning Center, with step-by-step tutorials, classroom-ready activities and 
student-friendly tips in comics and videos, makes it easy for teachers to use 
Sketchpad Version 5.  To sign up for updates on Sketchpad Version 5, visit 
www.keypress.com/gsp5.

SIIA to Host V ision K-20 Press Conference During NECC
During NECC, the Education Division of the Software & Information Indus-
try Association (SIIA) will hold a special press conference to highlight the 
results of the second annual Vision K-20 survey on Sunday, June 28, at the 
SIIA Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  Focusing on goals outlined in the 
Vision K-20 roadmap, the survey results will address topics such as 21st cen-
tury tools, accessibility, differentiated learning, assessment tools, and enter-
prise support.  Hosted by Dr. Karen Billings, VP of Education for SIIA, the 
press conference also will debut the organizationÕs new educational video 
highlighting its efforts to educate the public on copyright issues.  This video, 
both entertaining and informative, is a remake of the popular 1992 version 
entitled ÒDonÕt Copy That Floppy.Ó  The updated version, appropriately titled 
ÒDonÕt Copy That Too,Ó is designed to enlighten both students and adults 
about copyright issues that are pervasive in the 21st century.  For more in-
formation, please visit www.siia.net.
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A National Pastime

   The origins of baseball in the 
United States can be traced to the 
18th century, when amateurs played a 
baseball-like game based on the Eng-
lish game of rounders.  Inspired by 
the popularity of the sport, semi and 
fully professional baseball clubs 
formed in the 1860s.

   By the following decade, American 
newspapers were referring to baseball 
as the ÒNational PastimeÓ or the ÒNa-
tional Game.Ó  The current National 
League was formed in 1876 and after 
a series of rival leagues failed, the 
American League was established in 
1901.  Two years later, the Boston 
Americans and Pittsburgh Pirates 
played in the first World Series.

   Until the 1940s, African- and 
Latino-American baseball players 
were signed to play professionally in 
the so-called ÒNegro Leagues,Ó sepa-
rate from the white-only major 
leagues.  Jackie Robinson broke this 
color barrier by signing with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.

   Through the 1960s and 70s, major 
league baseball expanded, with many 
teams moving to new ownership and 
cities.  Today, there are 16 teams in 
the National League and 14 teams in 
the American League.

Source:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_ba
seball_in_the_United_States
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Dugout Dish ... 

Educators Learn About Autism Through Online PD
AutismPro features an online professional development component that pro-
vides a cost-effective way to train educators and support staff to teach stu-
dents with autism.  The component, AutismPro Workshops, enables educators 
to learn techniques specifically related to their studentsÕ needs, increasing 
educator effectiveness when working with students with autism.  Featuring 
up to 45 hours of online content, including the most commonly used concepts 
and strategies in the field of autism intervention, AutismPro Workshops is a 
comprehensive, yet flexible professional development program in which 
educators learn a range of evidence-based strategies that can be applied to 
real-world school situations.  Educators can easily digest and apply funda-
mental concepts and techniques through easy-to-read instruction, video dem-
onstrations and case examples from across the spectrum.  Helping to boost 
confidence through validation and troubleshooting, AutismPro Workshops is 
useful for the entire staff, especially for teachers who have not worked with 
students with autism in their classrooms before.  For more information on 
AutismPro Workshops, visit www.autismpro.com.

Funds For Learning Debuts National E-rate Survey
Funds For Learning announces the launch of the Second Annual National E-
rate Survey.  The survey will assess applicantsÕ attitudes and opinions about 
the E-rate program, and identify its key strengths and challenges.  Individuals 
who have submitted E-rate applications for a school or library are welcome 
to participate.  The survey takes about 15 minutes to complete.  In addition, 
participants will be invited to engage in a national online discussion about 
the E-rate program to elicit more specific feedback.  In return for completing 
the survey, Funds For Learning will offer participants three months of free 
access to its E-rate Manager for Applicants.  Survey results will be released 
in June on the Funds For Learning Web site, and sent to members of Con-
gress, the FCC, and USACÕs Schools and Libraries Division.  To participate 
in the survey, visit www.fundsforlearning.com/survey.

Lightspeed Systems Partners W ith Logic Key ¨

Lightspeed Systems and Logic Key have integrated their products to help 
schools better monitor online student activity and support safety measures.  
Logic KeyÕs Harmony School Management Software now features reports of 
student Internet usage obtained from LightspeedÕs Total Traffic Control net-
work security solution, at no additional fee to Harmony users.  Authorized 
school leaders can view reports on studentsÕ Internet activities and suspicious 
search-engine queries, such as terms related to bomb-making and suicide, 
through the Harmony student information system interface.  By monitoring 
studentsÕ online behavior, administrators, counselors and designated staff can 
detect early warning signs of potential threats to student safety, document 
acceptable-use-policy violations and resolve inappropriate online activity.  
This is LightspeedÕs second partnership with a student information software 
company in the last year.  For more information, visit 
www.lightspeedsystems.com.

Enjoy behind-the-scenes photos and more by 
becoming a fan of C. Blohm & Associates on Facebook!

Test Your Score
Questions
1. Against what opposing team did 

Babe Ruth hit his first career home 
run?

2. Who was the first Major League 
player to pitch a ball over 100 
mph?

3. Which retired basketball player 
tried out for the Chicago White 
Sox in 1994?

4. Which Baltimore Orioles manager 
was ejected from a record 91 
games?

5. Which American League pitcher 
threw a perfect game in game five 
of the 1956 World Series?

6. Who was the first Major League 
player to hit four home runs in a 
single game?

7. Who was the first Major League 
player to have his number retired?

8. Which player hit 70 home runs in 
1998?

9. Which was the first Major League 
team to wear plastic batting hel-
mets?

10. How many balls did it take to 
  walk a batter before 1880?

11. Who hit the ball that rolled 
  between Bill BucknerÕs legs in 
  the 1986 World Series?

12. Which baseball player was nick
  named ÒCharlie HustleÓ?

13. How many of Joe DiMaggioÕs 
  brothers played Major League
  baseball?

Answers
1. Boston Red Sox; 2. Nolan Ryan; 
3. Michael Jordan; 4. Earl Weaver; 
5. Don Larsen; 6. Bobby Lowe; 
7. Lou Gehrig; 8. Mark McGwire; 
9. Brooklyn Dodgers; 10. Nine; 
11. Mookie Wilson; 12. Pete Rose; 
13. Two

Source: 
www.usefultrivia.com/sports_trivia/
baseball_trivia_index.html
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Mark Your Calendar
NECC 2009

June 28-July 1 ¥ Washington, D.C.

EdNET 2009
September 13-15 ¥ Chicago, IL

Hit News ...

Maine DoE and ePals Partner to Create Maine Connects
The Maine Department of Education (DoE) and ePals, Inc., have formed a 
strategic partnership to transform learning in schools statewide through the 
safe and appropriate integration of digital learning tools and high-quality 
pedagogy.  ePals has launched a dedicated portal for the State of Maine, 
Maine Connects (www.maineconnects.net), to provide educators and stu-
dents with access to safe and collaborative Web-based communications tools 
in the ePals Global Community and curriculum that help build fundamental 
literacy skills and expand global awareness.  Maine students and educators 
will have access to communication tools like ePals SchoolM@il, ePals 
SchoolBlog, and collaborative learning programs like In2Books, the com-
panyÕs curriculum-based e-mentoring program.  In addition, ePals 
SchoolM@il has been chosen as the e-mail provider for all Maine students, 
delivering real-life opportunities for them to communicate and collaborate 
safely with their peers online.  To learn more, visit www.epals.com.

PBS Teachers ¨  Extends W ebinars Through Summer
Based on educator feedback, PBS Teachers is adding new webinars to its se-
ries schedule to provide professional development opportunities during the 
summer months.  The PBS Teachers LIVE! webinars, co-hosted by Class-
room 2.0, are free for K-12 educators, and feature leading education experts, 
authors, or PBS producers who share ideas on using digital media and tech-
nology in education.  In June, Bob Sprankle, Cheryl Oakes and Alice Barr 
will discuss how educators can develop their personal learning network.  
Early literacy development will be the focus of the July webinar presented by 
the Sesame Workshop.  The August webinar will showcase the upcoming 
redesigned PBS Teachers Web site, the online portal to all PBSÕ educational 
services and to a searchable library of more than 9,000 local and national 
standards-based teaching activities, lesson plans, on-demand video assets, 
and interactive games and simulations.  Visit www.pbsteachers.org.

Stimulus Package Promises $7.2 Billion for Broadband
As American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds are dispersed, 
schools and libraries are seeking some of the $7.2 billion allocated for broad-
band projects.  Schools want to pursue much-needed network upgrades to 
provide 21st century learning opportunities to students, but must spend the 
money wisely to ensure the greatest positive impact.  Trillion PartnersÕ Prior-
ity 1 E-Rate eligible Wide Area Network and VoIP managed services offer a 
cost-effective solution to K-12 school districts.  Trillion handles the plan, 
design, implementation, and ongoing management of a districtÕs network to 
ensure peak performance and reliability.  Besides the numerous educational 
benefits provided by high-speed broadband and VoIP, TrillionÕs service alle-
viates IT staffing challenges and minimizes network downtime, so educators 
can focus more time on using new technologies to engage students.  Trillion 
also provides substantial cost-savings over traditional telecommunications 
services by eliminating fees for maintenance, equipment and service modifi-
cation.  Learn more at www.trillion.net. 

 Subscribe to the CB&A news feeds at
cblohm.com/cba_news.xml and twitter.com/CBlohmAssoc
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Yogi Berra
   A baseball giant and cultural icon, 
Yogi Berra was one of the most col-
orful characters ever to play in the 
majors.  Born Lawrence Peter Berra 
in 1925, he played minor league 
baseball before signing with the New 
York Yankees in 1942.  Shortly after, 
at the age of 18, he joined the Navy, 
serving during WWII, and participat-
ing in the D-Day invasion at Omaha 
Beach.

   After the war, Berra returned to 
baseball, playing for the Yankees.  
He went on to become a 15-time All 
Star, win the American League MVP 
three times, and play in 14 World 
Series.  He holds a number of World 
Series records, including most games 
by a catcher, most hits, and most 
times on a winning team.  Berra was 
elected to the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1972.  In addition to his 
baseball success, Berra was famous 
for his ÒYogi-isms,Ó such as ÒIt ainÕt 
over Ôtil itÕs over,Ó ÒItÕs dŽjˆ vu all 
over again,Ó and ÒWhen you get to a 
fork in the road, take it,Ó becoming 
one of the most quoted personalities 
of our time.

Source: www.yogiberra.com

http://www.cosn.org
http://www.cosn.org
http://www.EdNETconference.com
http://www.EdNETconference.com
http://www.cblohm.com/cba_news.xml
http://www.cblohm.com/cba_news.xml
http://www.cblohm.com/news/ePals/EP_090402/index.html
http://www.cblohm.com/news/ePals/EP_090402/index.html
http://www.maineconnects.net
http://www.maineconnects.net
http://www.epals.com
http://www.epals.com
http://www.pbsteachers.org
http://www.pbsteachers.org
http://www.trillion.net
http://www.trillion.net
http://www.cblohm.com
http://www.cblohm.com
http://www.yogiberra.com
http://www.yogiberra.com


Grounded in Education T echnology ...

Califone International Expands Learning Centers
Califone International, Inc., has upgraded and expanded its line of Monaural 
and Stereo Listening Centers, empowering educators to use computer-based, 
small group learning to meet varying student needs.  These learning centers 
are ideal for tutorials, literacy groups, language lessons, story time, and spe-
cial education and ELL learning applications.  Based on results from a recent 
survey on Califone.com, more than two-thirds of respondents use classroom 
computers for audio-assisted language learning or reading activities for more 
than 30 percent of their available time.  ÒThese 21st century listening centers 
allow teachers to create small group lessons around the computer Ð leverag-
ing the power of educational software, online activities and edugames to en-
gage students on their level,Ó said Tim Ridgway, VP of Marketing for Cali-
fone.  To learn more, visit www.califone.com.

Sebit Earns BESSIE Award for Adaptive Curriculum
Sebit, LLC, has been honored with a 2009 BESSIE Award for its online 
learning system Adaptive Curriculum.  For 15 years, the Best Educational 
Software (BESSIE) Awards have been presented by ComputED Learning 
Center, targeting content-rich programs and Web sites that provide teachers 
with the technology to foster educational excellence.  Adaptive Curriculum 
enhances learning in math and science for students in the middle grades.  The 
online learning system offers Activity Objects that package educational con-
tent as single-topic, interactive segments for use in a variety of learning envi-
ronments.  With realistic, engaging visuals, Activity Objects enable students 
to participate in virtual experiments, guided inquiry, and problem-based 
learning that helps them gain the skills necessary to excel in math and sci-
ence.  For more information, visit www.adaptivecurriculum.com.

Colorado District Chooses Discovery Education Services
Educators and students in Colorado Springs School District #11 can now ac-
cess high-quality streaming video, images, health curriculum, and other digi-
tal media, thanks to a commitment by school administrators to improve stu-
dent achievement through the integration of Discovery Education digital 
services and hardware.  Among the services purchased by Colorado Springs 
District #11 for its 48 schools are Discovery Education streaming Plus, the 
digital video-based learning resource containing more than 9,000 titles that 
has been scientifically shown to improve academic achievement.  In addition, 
educators can access Discovery Education Health, Discovery Education 
MediaShare, and Discovery Media Servers.  The district also has selected 
Discovery Education to provide customized professional development serv-
ices to help Colorado Springs educators maximize the power of digital media 
to engage students in learning.  Learn more at www.discoveryeducation.com.

PBS TeacherLine ¨  Summer Course Enrollment Begins
The summer enrollment period is open for PBS TeacherLineÕs online profes-
sional development courses, with most starting on June 24.  PBS Teacher-
Line offers more than 130 graduate-level courses that span the school cur-
riculum, and provide educators with practical, research-based instructional 
strategies while they earn continuing education units or college credits.  One 
instructional technology course offered, ÒCommunicate and Collaborate On-
line,Ó has been updated to incorporate new Web 2.0 tools such as wikis, blogs 
and social networking sites.  The course teaches educators about todayÕs 
technologies, ways to develop and participate in online educational learning 
networks, and methods for finding, creating and participating in Internet-
based classroom collaborative projects.  Visit www.pbs.org/teacherline.

Major Quotes
ÒBaseball, it is said, is only a game.  
True.  And the Grand Canyon is only 
a hole in Arizona.Ó

ÐGeorge F. Will

ÒPeople ask me what I do in winter 
when thereÕs no baseball.  IÕll tell 
you what I do.  I stare out the win-
dow and wait for spring.Ó

ÐRogers Hornsby

ÒIÕm convinced that every boy, in his 
heart, would rather steal second base 
than an automobile.Ó

ÐTom Clark

ÒProgress always involves risks.  You 
canÕt steal second base and keep your 
foot on first.Ó

ÐFrederick B. Wilcox

ÒWhen we played softball, IÕd steal 
second base, feel guilty and go 
back.Ó

ÐWoody Allen

ÒBaseball, to me, is still the national 
pastime because it is a summer game.  
I feel that almost all Americans are 
summer people, that summer is what 
they think of when they think of their 
childhood.  I think it stirs up an in-
credible emotion within people.Ó

ÐSteve Busby
Source: 
www.finestquotes.com/select_quote-
category-Baseball-page-21.htm
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