
Sweet Snippets ...

Two ePals Products Chosen as 2009 CODiE Finalists
The Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) has honored ePals, 
Inc., with CODiE Finalist Awards for two products: In2Books in the ÒBest 
Education SolutionÓ category, and the ePals Global Community in the ÒBest 
Instructional Solution in Other Curriculum AreasÓ category.  Both products 
focus on building fundamental skills by providing real life opportunities to 
communicate and collaborate with people online in a safe manner.  ÒWe are 
pleased that SIIA and the CODiE judges have recognized our products as 
high-quality learning solutions for educators teaching across the curriculum,Ó 
said Edmund Fish, President and CEO of ePals, Inc.  ÒCreating opportunities 
for students to collaborate and experience a real life purpose for their work 
has consistently been shown to motivate students and enhance performance.  
And being online dramatically lowers costs, allowing achievement to not fall 
victim to budgetary realities.Ó  For more information, visit www.epals.com.

SIIA Urges Investment in 21st Century Learning Goals
The Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) expressed support 
for the $650 million investment in educational technologies included in the 
Economic Recovery & Revitalization Act (HR.1), as well as for related in-
vestments in educational innovation and modernization.  In addition, SIIA 
continues to call upon government and education leaders to push for further 
investment to ensure all students benefit from a technology-rich education.  
ÒThe stimulus package is a critical down payment to laying the nationÕs 21st 
century economic recovery path through an innovative educational system 
with modernized classrooms, curriculum and instruction,Ó noted Ken Wasch, 
SIIA President.  ÒThese funds will boost the education and technology sec-
tors today, and also help provide our students with the knowledge and skills 
to compete globally in the technology-rich, knowledge economy.  We look to 
policy-makers to make further investments in modernizing our classrooms 
through technology.Ó  For more information, visit www.siia.net.

Ginger Software Upgrades T ext Correction Software
Ginger Software, Inc., introduces a redesigned interface, better performance, 
and improved functionality for the beta version of Ginger Softwarë .  A free, 
downloadable software program designed for struggling writers of all ages, 
Ginger Software uses patent-pending technology to correct spelling mistakes 
and misused words.  To improve the overall performance of Ginger Software, 
the upgrade offers faster correction and new features to enhance the user ex-
perience.  These include a redesigned interface with the ability to move and 
scale the correction panel.  Ginger Software now corrects entire documents, 
stopping only when the program detects an error.  Other improvements in-
clude the ability to select alternative words, and correct spelling and misused 
words in one click.  To download the free beta version of Ginger Software, 
visit www.gingersoftware.com.
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JohnnyÕs History

   As far as modern myths and leg-
ends go, Johnny Appleseed is the 
most prominent American legend 
associated with apples.  Christianed 
John Chapman in 1774, he was born 
and raised in Leominster, Massachu-
setts.  In his mid-twenties, Johnny 
began his journey westward with an 
eye for providing settlers with apple 
trees and saplings.  

   Johnny Appleseed spent nearly 50 
years traversing the wilderness, 
planting apple trees and tending to 
his own orchards.  Although Ameri-
can folklore creates an image of 
Johnny Appleseed as a dreamy wan-
derer, he was actually a strategic 
businessman who bought and sold 
land to advance the frontier expan-
sion.  Many of the nursery sites he 
developed throughout the upper 
Midwest eventually became locations 
for future towns.

   Today, Johnny Appleseed is best 
remembered in American popular 
culture by his traveling song and 
through many books and films that 
highlight his generosity and dedica-
tion to sowing apple seeds.

Source:
www.swedenborg.org/jappleseed/
history.html
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The Core News ... 
Online PD Courses Available Through Pinnacle Suite
Designed to help educators and administrators make the shift to support 
learning through effective strategies, online professional development 
courses are now available through the Pinnacle Suite from Excelsior Soft-
ware.  The professional development offerings focus on four key areas, and 
explore classroom-centered assessment designed to improve student 
achievement.  The courses address 21st century learning, response-to-
intervention, effective technology implementation, and formative assessment/
standards-based learning with Dr. Robert Marzano.  ÒThese offerings repre-
sent a game-changing approach to helping schools transition to digital-age 
learning,Ó said Ferdi Serim, Director of Professional Development Programs 
for Excelsior Software.  For more information, visit www.pinnaclesuite.com.

SIIA Selects The Key to T racker  as a CODiE Finalist
The Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) announced that The 
Key to Trackerª  from Key Curriculum Press¨  is a 2009 CODiE Awards fi-
nalist for the ÒBest Mathematics Instructional SolutionÓ category.  The Key to 
Tracker is an online subscription service that serves as the companion to the 
Key to...̈  workbooks.  The Key to Tracker helps teachers improve their stu-
dentsÕ basic math skills and monitor their progress.  Computer-graded as-
sessments save teachers time, and instant feedback motivates students to 
keep learning.  Visit www.keypress.com/tracker.

Funds For Learning Launches E-rate Blog
The E-rate application process is extremely complex and often misunder-
stood.  To boost understanding of the E-rate program, Funds For Learning, 
the nationÕs leading E-rate funding compliance services firm, introduces the 
E-rate Blog.  A new feature of the companyÕs redesigned Web site, the E-rate 
Blog offers information, tips and commentary from Funds For LearningÕs E-
rate compliance experts.  In addition to posts by its E-rate experts, the com-
pany is accepting guest contributions to the E-rate Blog.  If E-rate adminis-
trators have information or opinions to share regarding the E-rate program, 
they can submit a posting for review by Funds For Learning, subject to the 
blog guest post guidelines on the Web site.  To view these guidelines, and the 
new E-rate Blog, visit www.FundsForLearning.com.

PBS Teachers W ebinar Focuses on T eaching Shakespeare 
for 21st Century Students
PBS Teachers® and Classroom 2.0 are hosting a free webinar on March 18th, 
8 p.m. EST, for educators on ÒRemixing Shakespeare for 21st Century Stu-
dents,Ó presented by experts from the Folger Shakespeare Library and vet-
eran teachers.  Participants will learn practical and exciting ways to incorpo-
rate Shakespeare and his literary works into history, social studies, English, 
and language arts instruction.  The educational activities to be presented were 
developed by trained workshop leaders and teachers during the FolgerÕs 
Teaching Shakespeare Institutes.  Teachers can participate in the webinars 
after signing up for a free PBS Teachers membership.  To access the webinar 
series schedule and archives, visit www.pbs.org/teachers/webinar/index.html.

Enjoy behind-the-scenes photos and more by 
becoming a fan of C. Blohm & Associates on Facebook!

The Biggest Apple
(ItÕs Not New York)

Two pounds of apples make one 
nine-inch pie.

Apple trees take four to five years to 
produce their first fruit.

Apples are members of the rose 
family.

Twenty-five percent of an appleÕs 
volume is air, which is why it floats.

The largest apple picked weighed 
three pounds.

A medium apple contains about 80 
calories.

The crabapple is the only apple na-
tive to North America.

Apples are the second most valuable 
fruit grown in the United States.  Or-
anges are first.

It takes about 36 apples to make one 
gallon of apple cider.

A peck of apples weighs 10.5 
pounds.

A bushel of apples weighs 42 
pounds.

The largest apple crop in the United 
States yielded 277.3 million cartons 
in 1998.

Nearly one of every four apples 
harvested in the United States is ex-
ported.

The apple variety Red Delicious is 
the most widely grown in the United 
States.

The worldÕs longest apple peel was 
created by Kathy Wafler Madison on 
October 16, 1976, in Rochester, N.Y.  
It was 172 feet, 4 inches long.

Source: 
www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/apples/facts.
html
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Mark Your Calendar
CoSN 2009

March 10-12 ¥ Austin, TX

SIIA ETIS 2009
May 3-5 ¥ San Francisco, CA

NECC 2009
June 28-July 1 ¥ Washington, DC

Take a Bite Out of This ...

Free Science Fair Support from Discovery and Scotch
Scotch Brand Products and Discovery Education recently launched a new 
Web site supporting educators, parents, and young scientists as they embrace 
the science fair.  Featuring comprehensive free resources, Scotch Science 
Fair Central provides guidance to teachers and science fair leaders on how to 
help students capture the spirit of innovation as they plan, complete, and pre-
sent a successful science fair project.  The Web site is organized into three 
sections.  The Getting Started section provides a searchable database of more 
than 100 project ideas and useful pointers on topics.  The Science Fair Pro-
jects section provides information on conducting a project, along with project 
steps, samples, and material lists.  Finally, the Science Fair Presentations sec-
tion features a virtual project display, pointers for using supplies, guidelines 
on how to deliver great presentations, and insight on what judges look for in 
winning science fair projects.  For more information, visit 
www.scotchsciencefair.com.

Research Finds PBS T eacherLine ¨  Improves T ech 
Integration
Funded by an NCLB-EETT grant awarded to the Consortium for Interactive 
Instruction and administered by PBS member station WHRO in Norfolk, Va., 
teachers in 18 participating school districts were given the opportunity to 
enroll in PBS TeacherLineÕs graduate-level, facilitated online courses.  Pro-
fessors Richard Overbaugh and Ruiling Lu at Old Dominion University con-
ducted a study to assess the teachersÕ attitudes toward technology integration 
over time.  Recently published in the Winter 2008-2009 issue of the ÒJournal 
of Computing in Teacher Education,Ó the study shows that the courses helped 
all groups of teachers improve their technology integration skills.  Teachers 
responded that technology expands on traditional teaching materials and 
conventional instructional methods, providing alternative approaches that 
make the learning process more productive and appealing to students.  For 
more information on PBS TeacherLine, visit www.pbs.org/teacherline.

Adaptive Curriculum  Named CODiE Finalist T wice
The Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA) has selected Adap-
tive Curriculum as a 2009 CODiE Awards finalist in the following two cate-
gories, ÒBest Science Instructional SolutionÓ and ÒBest Online Instructional 
Solution.Ó  Combining conceptual learning with state-of-the-art visualization, 
Adaptive Curriculum provides teachers with an interactive way to engage 
middle-grade students in learning mathematics and science.  Adaptive Cur-
riculum offers more than 200 Math and Science Activity Objects aligned to 
national and state standards, which allow students to participate in virtual 
experiments, scientific inquiry exercises, and problem-based learning to in-
crease their critical thinking skills.  This year, more than 850 nominations 
were submitted by 600 companies, from which 345 distinguished finalists 
were selected by a panel of expert judges.  For more information, visit 
www.adaptivecurriculum.com.

 Subscribe to the CB&A Education News feed at
www.cblohm.com/cba_news.xml.
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A Recipe with A-peel

   Craving a healthy crunch that will 
warm you to your core?  Try this 
juicy, but crustless twist on an 
American classic Ð apple pie.

Ingredients
    ¥ 5 apples, cored, with a 1-inch 
strip of peel taken from the top
    ¥ 1/2 cup mixed dried fruit, 
chopped
    ¥ 2 tablespoons dark brown sugar
    ¥ 1/4 cup cornmeal
    ¥ 1/4 cup oats
    ¥ 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice
    ¥ 1 cup water

Directions
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F.  In 
a bowl, mix the dried fruit, oats, 
cornmeal, sugar, and spices.  Stuff 
the mixture into the apple cavities.  
Place the apples in a 9!9 baking pan 
and add water.  Bake for about an 
hour, checking periodically to make 
sure the water does not cook away.

Source: 
ww-recipes.net/2008/11/weight-watc
hers-baked-apples-recipe-3-points/
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Tasty T idbits...
Hotmath Homework Help Available for TI MathForward
Hotmath, Inc., and Texas Instruments have partnered to provide all schools 
using the TI MathForward program with access to homework help from 
Hotmath.com.  The leading provider of all-in-one math homework help, 
Hotmath.com offers step-by-step solutions for the actual odd-numbered 
homework problems in most math textbooks in grades six through calculus.  
Students also gain access to tutorial videos on math topics that frequently 
require additional teaching.  Through this partnership, TI MathForward stu-
dents will be able to access HotmathÕs step-by-step solutions and tutorial vid-
eos anytime, anywhere they have Internet access.  Furthermore, TI Math-
Forward schools or students can purchase live math help Ð 24/7 online chat 
sessions with an experienced math tutor Ð for an additional cost.  For more 
information, visit www.hotmath.com or www.timathforward.com.

Safe Hearing Protection Gear from Califone
Promoting safe hearing practices in school, business and industrial environ-
ments, Califone International, Inc., recently announced a line of specially 
designed protection gear.  Ideal for school industrial art classes, such as met-
als or woodshop courses, each product is designed to block potentially dam-
aging noises.  The line comprises two product categories.  The Hearing 
Safeª Hearing Protector is available in three styles, each is made with ASB 
plastic that remains durable in high-use settings.  The Hearing Safeª Foam 
Earplugs are available in three styles, with each conical shaped earplug made 
of soft foam for easy insertion.  ÒThese hearing protectors are a natural ex-
tension of the audio-visual products, including headphones and amplification 
systems, we already provide to schools,Ó said Tim Ridgway, VP of Marketing 
for Califone.  For more information, visit www.califone.com.

Lightspeed Systems Enables Educators to Use YouTube 
Many districts block teacher and student access to online social networking 
sites, and other Web sites with Web 2.0 capabilities, because of the risk these 
sites pose to network security and student safety.  To help schools ensure a 
safe educational environment while maximizing Web 2.0 learning opportuni-
ties, Lightspeed Systems, Inc., has added the Educational Video Library fea-
ture to its latest version of Total Traffic Control.  The Educational Video Li-
brary enables teachers and students to play approved YouTube videos 
through a portal on the local network.  All of YouTubeÕs video functions op-
erate normally, but other normally displayed community information and 
links, such as user comments, are removed.  Total Traffic Control provides a 
full range of network security and management features in a single applica-
tion to help schools consolidate functions, and save time and money.  For 
more information, visit www.lightspeedsystems.com.

STI Introduces RTI Program for Districts
Since the reauthorization of IDEA in 2004, response-to-intervention (RTI) 
programs have gained recognition as a proven educational model for improv-
ing student outcomes and preventing unnecessary assignment to special edu-
cation.  To help schools through the complex process, STI offers Extreme 
Intervention through STI Achievement Services, a company division that 
provides assistance in planning and executing instructional change to in-
crease achievement.  Extreme Intervention is a customized professional 
coaching service that helps schools develop and implement RTI programs 
successfully.  Extreme Intervention promotes collaboration among educators 
within a district and provides all the key components of effective, research-
based RTI methods.  To learn more, visit www.sti-k12.com. 

Tart Truths

“The apple tree never asks the beech 
how he shall grow, nor the lion the 
horse, how he shall take his prey.”

–William Blake

“There is little choice in a barrel of 
rotten apples.”

–William Shakespeare

“I’m not smart, but I like to observe.  
Millions saw the apple fall, but New-
ton was the one who asked why.” 

–Bernard M. Baruch 

“A bad tree does not yield good ap-
ples.”

 –Danish Proverb

“Goodness comes out of people who 
bask in the sun, as it does out of a 
sweet apple roasted before the fire.”

 –Charles Dudley Warner

 “One bad apple spoils the bunch.”
–Proverb

“Science is some kind of cosmic ap-
ple juice from the Garden of Eden.  
Those who drink of it are doomed to 
carry the burden of original sin.” 

–Lewis M. Branscomb

“A stone from the hand of a friend is 
an apple.” 

–Moroccan Proverb
Source: 
www.quotesdaddy.com/tag/Apple

How to Reach Us
Charlene Blohm
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www.twitter.com/CharleneBlohm
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